Application No. 10/685,982 DocketNo.: 34822-00002USP1 

REMARKS 

This application has been carefully reviewed in light of the Official Action mailed on 
November 13, 2007. Claims 1, 3-5 and 20-26 have been amended above. Claims 31, 33-35 and 
38 have been withdrawn from further consideration as being directed to a non-elected claim set. 
Claims 1, 3-5, and 20-26 are now pending in this case. Applicant respectfully requests 
reconsideration of this application and favorable action on all remaining claims in view of these 
amendments and the following remarks. 

The Examiner has objected to claim 20 due to minor informalities. Claim 20 has been 
amended in a manner consistent with the Examiner's instructions. Applicant respectfully submits 
that claim 20 is now in condition for allowance, and respectfully requests that the objection 
applied to claim 20 be withdrawn. 

Claims 1,3-5, and 20-26 stand rejected under 35 U.S. C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 3,103,156 to Quin ("Quin") in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,234,871 to 
Krashkevich ("Krashkevich"). Amended claim 1 requires, in a device for filtering light emitted 
from a fluorescent light emitter, the following: 

(A) a transparent sleeve adapted to receive at least one 
fluorescent light emitter, the sleeve comprising: 

(1) at least one cap disposed on an end of the sleeve, the at least 
one cap having at least one hole disposed thereon, the at least one 
hole adapted to receive the at least one electrical contacts 
associated with the at least one fluorescent light emitter; 

(2) an exterior wall comprising a filter, the filter comprising the 
following distinct layers of material: 

(a) an infrared filter layer for substantially preventing 
emission of infrared light from the device, wherein the 
infrared filter layer comprises opposing sides: 

(b) a color filter layer for filtering a color of light from the 
device; 

(c) a plurality of protective layers for preventing damage to 
the infrared filter layer; and 

(d) wherein the infrared filter layer is located between the 
plurality of protective layers. 
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(emphasis added). As disclosed in the subject specification, such a device provides an 
inexpensive and easy to install means for adapting cockpit lighting to be compatible with 
currently available night vision systems. See, e.g., published application, pg. 2 \ 0027 through 
pg. 4t0051. 

Both Quin and Krashkevich fail to teach a transparent sleeve adapted to receive at least 
one fluorescent light emitter comprising at least one cap and an exterior wall comprising a filter 
as required by limitations (A)(1) and (A)(2) of amended claim 1 . In contrast, Krashkevich 
contains no disclosure whatsoever regarding either of these claim limitations. Quin merely 
discloses a fixture enclosing lens, not a transparent sleeve adapted for receiving a fluorescent 
light emitter as required by amended claim 1, and contains no disclosure whatsoever regarding 
the requirement of a cap as contemplated by limitation (A)(1) of amended claim 1 . See Quin, 
col. 3, In 5-6. For at least these reasons, amended claim 1 is patentable over the combination of 
Quin and Krashkevich. 

Furthermore, there is no suggestion to combine the teachings and suggestions of Quin 
and Krashkevich as advanced by the Examiner. Absent such suggestion, any such modification 
would necessarily be based on the improper hindsight application of Applicant's own teachings. 
For this additional reason, amended claim 1 is patentable over the combination of Quin and 
Krashkevich. Applicant respectfully requests that the §103 rejection applied to amended claim 1 
be withdrawn. 

Claims 3-5 and 20-26 each depend from, and further limit, amended claim 1 in a 
patentable sense. Applicant, therefore, respectfully submits that, for at least those reasons set 
forth with regard to amended claim 1, claims 3-5 and 20-26 are each patentable over the 
combination of Quin and Krashkevich. Applicant respectfully requests that the §103 rejection 
applied to claims 3-5 and 20-26 be withdrawn. 
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In view of the above amendment, Applicant respectfully submits that the present 
application is in condition for allowance. A Notice to that effect is respectfully requested. 

Dated: April 10,2008 Respectfully submitted, 

Electronic Signature: /Shoaib A. Mithani/ 
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